
1

King Street Station
An Evolving Multi-modal Transportation 
Center
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Why is King Street Station Important?

It is a part of our transportation history.

Rail travel is becoming increasingly 
important.  

Many transportation modes converge in 
the area.
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What is the history of King Street Station?

Opened May 10, 1906

An architectural gem

Gateway to Puget Sound

Decline of rail travel, post 1950

Renaissance of rail travel, 1994
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What is the King Street Station Project?

A funded $29.2 million initial Phase I 
renovation

Additional $15 million track capacity 
improvements

A Phase II vision of the rail station as the 
core of a multi-modal transportation 
center
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Why are we doing this?

Because it needs it!

Customer convenience, comfort and 
safety – today and tomorrow

Rail travel growth

Opportunity to link key local, regional 
and state transportation modes at one 
location
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Who is doing this?

WSDOT

SDOT

Amtrak

Sound Transit

BNSF

King County
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Sound Transit corridor 
map here
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Oregon Supported Trains Amtrak Supported Trains Washington Supported Trains

2nd Seattle - Portland RT 
starts; 1st Eugene - Portland 

RT starts

Seattle - Vancouver 
BC RT starts

3rd Seattle - Portland 
RT starts

Seattle -
Bellingham RT 

starts

2nd Eugene -
Portland RT starts

4th Seattle -
Portland RT 

starts
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Sounder  Commuter Rail

Quarterly Ridership
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2007 Station Tracks and Platforms
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What has been accomplished? 

National Register of Historic Places/ City 
of Seattle historic designation

NEPA Environmental Assessment/SEPA 
Environmental Impact Statement (1995)

Two NEPA Reevaluations (1998 and 2001)

Ongoing coordination with State Historic 
Preservation Officer



35

What has been accomplished?

Replacement of deteriorated restrooms

Expansion of the waiting room

New windows and doors

New  exterior canopies

Restoration of Compass room
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Who is paying for this project?
Washington State:  $3.6 Million

Federal Transit Administration: $2.88 Million

Sound Transit: $4.1 Million

Federal Highway Administration: $5.74 Million

Amtrak: $2.50 Million

South Downtown Foundation: $0.25 Million 

City of Seattle: $10.0 Million
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Additional Phase I construction work will 
include…

New roof and restoration of clock tower

Jackson Street plaza rebuild and upgrades

Restoration of grand staircase

Seismic retrofit

Removal of false ceiling in waiting room

Restoration of historic wall and ceiling 
finishes
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What is the long-term vision? 
Design, fund and implement the “King 
Street Transportation Center”

Intercity bus terminal

Regional and local transit

Light rail and streetcar

Taxis and vans

Pedestrians and bicycles 

Parking
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What new Train Services can we expect?

2007  Two additional Sounder Tacoma-
Seattle roundtrips; one additional Everett-
Seattle roundtrip

2008  Second Amtrak Cascades roundtrip to 
Vancouver, BC

2008  Three additional Sounder Tacoma-
Seattle roundtrips; one additional Everett-
Seattle round trip
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What are some of the challenges we face?

Preserving an historic building

Renovating while maintaining operations

Improving multi-modal linkages

Working with multiple stakeholders

Being part of a neighborhood

Finding money for Phase II
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What are our neighbors doing?

Odor Control Facility (Station Master’s 
Garden)

North Lot Mixed Use Development and 
Parking

Future Intercity Bus Terminal
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We have celebrated the past, 

Now we move toward the future
and other celebrations to come


	Sounder  Commuter Rail



